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WATCHING BIRDS 


Том Влвтіетт, of Harrow Branch, who contributes this article at the Editor's invitation, 
а member of the Council of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds. A pamphlet 
which he wrote for the Society, From Birds to Acroplanes (four studies in bird flight for 
beginners) was brought to the notice of the Air Ministry by Toe H and so warmly welcomed 
by them that a special edition has been produced for the R.A.F., as a gift from Toc Н. The 
Army Council is also promoting a bird-watching scheme for soldiers. If Service men can 
use some of their leisure in this fascinating and useful pursuit, why not Toc H members? 


YNE of the charms of bird-watching is that 
it can be practised by anyone almost any- 
where, Lindbergh watched birds as he flew 
the Atlantic. Scott noted that there were still 
Penguins as he got nearer the South Pole, 
and explorers over Everest met a Lammer- 
geier Eagle soaring at a height of 24,000 feet. 
Explorers sometimes get fleeting glimpses 
of rare birds but Gilbert White, of Selborne 
(1720-1793) showed that it is the seeing eye, 
not the size of the landscape. that matters : 
“all nature is so full that that district pro- 
duces the variety which is most 
examined.” 
(me grass blade in its veins 
Wisdom’s whole flood contains. 

The seeing сус is not a gift, it 1s а growth 
which responds to cultivation. 

In bird-watching, as in Nature, persistent 
practice makes perfect. Nature. has taken 
millions of years to shape the wing of a gull 
from the claw of a reptile. Man has less 
time, and if he is to get a slight knowledge 
of the world’s 11,000 species of birds he must 
start young (I began in my high chair), rise 
carly (or he will miss the dawn chorus) and 
add method to incessant practice. Some 
there will always be who prefer travelling to 
arriving, or watching to recording. And to 
lie on the grass watching the clouds pass by 
is not always waste of time. What Gilbert 
White proved at Selborne. Francis Thomp- 


st catest 


son found true on the Embankment— 


The angels keep their ancient places ;— 
Turn but a stone, and start a wing! 
'Tis ve, 'tis vour estranged faces, 
That miss the many-splendoured thing. 


An Eight-Point Drill 

One of my Toc H jobs was helping to con- 
vert à voung vagrant into a useful citizen. 
All through the dreary winter Edward mixed 
paint. He loved colours. He also ran errands, 
and he said he liked this better than his 
former 8d.-a-night doss-house life. But as the 
davs lengthened and the larks mounted higher 
Ted took longer over his errands, and before 
Derby Day came round again he had melted 
into the blue. Like the restless birds. he had 
heard and responded to a call that was older, 
and perhaps holier, than the calls of our 
mechanised civilisation. 


To prevent other young bird-watchers 
going the way of Edward I have worked out 
an Eight-Point Drill for restraining egg- 
collecting, bird-watching vagrants. Some of 
my Cubs and Scouts (now grown to be Pilots, 
Navigators and Sergeant-Majors and dotted 
across the world) tell me they still remember 
the eight words—Size and Shape, Posture and 
Flight, Colour and Song, Habits and Habitat 
—which I dinned into their heads, and that 
they are still watching birds. What a reunion 
breakfast there will be when the ' r2th ” meet 


179 


at the King’s Head one Sunday morning 
when all this business is over! There are no 
friendships like those cemented in the open 
air, and the practice of bird-watching adds 
colour, motion, music and Earth’s eternal 
gaicty to human friendship. 

So remember Edward and don’t forget the 
old Skipper’s tips for young people—start 
young! Rise early! Keep at it! Always 
have cight strings to your bow! А good way 
of finding out how you look at birds and what 
you see is to set the eight key words—S. and 
S., P. and F., C and S., H. and H.—at the 
top of a piece of paper, with a column on the 
left of the page. Into this column put, one 
under the other, the names of ten birds you 
can recognise. "Then put ticks opposite each 
bird in the columns which vou know you 
already use for recognising that particular 
bird. (My friends at Wormwood Scrubs, 
where I am a prison visitor, have become ex- 
perts at this drill!). 

Don't be put off by the word ' Habitat.’ 
It just means the sort of place where a bird 
likes to be—its haunt, its club or the place 
where it gets its living. You can learn to 
locate birds (and sometimes human Әсіпов) by 
knowing their favourite haunts, and you will 
then find out how neatly their habits, their 
beaks, their claws, their wings fit into those 
particular surroundings. 

Don't be dazzled by the bright mating 
‘Colours’ of cock birds in picture books. Read 
Earl Grey's Charm of Birds and follow his 
advice closely if you want to appreciate bird 
*Song. But remember that birds go off 
colour, as they go off song, so a knowledge 
of their constant ‘ Size’ and ‘ Shape,’ studied 
іп a muscum, should be added to their 
‘ Postures' and * Flight.’ You will then begin 
not only to know your bird but to enjoy 
studying its family and its individual 
‘ Habits.” But, when all is said and done, the 
best means of locating many birds is by know- 
ing their varying ' Habitats.’ 

The Maker of birds and men loves variety 
more than a set piece. He made each of us 
different for a purpose. So don't get worried 
into thinking that your one or two-point bird- 
watching has been on the wrong lines. If it is 
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along your own lines, they are probably the 
right lines for you. You may find you have 
a good sense for colour or for motion or for 
music. The line you most use is your best 
one, but the other seven are worth cultivating. 


Wings 

Wings are glorious things. I used, when 
I was very young, to collect birds’ eggs. Then, 
to stop my Scouts collecting eggs, I set them 
to making plaster casts of birds’ footprints, 
and we collected claws. I now collect wings. 

An egg conceals, a wing reveals, the bird. 
Birds’ wings are wings of victory. For, like 
the hand of man, they have taken a long time 
to evolve, and they are worth studying in 
detail—especially by anyone who is interested 
in designing or flying acroplanes or gliders. 
Man is still learning from the fowls of the 
air, and year by year his original flying box is 
becoming more birdlike in its shape and 
action. 

Amongst the Forces at home, overseas and 
in prison camps—especially- in the R.A.F.. 
where thev teach the theory of flight and in 
the A.A. where they practise identification — 
there is an increasing number of folk who 
are becoming interested in birds, and many 
of them are getting expert at spotting birds 
by their style of flight and their contour. 

Realising this, but mainly in order to de 
flect the eyes of youth from gun turrets and 
bomb-racks, I laid out a stall recently at the 
Air Scouts’ Exhibition at Dorland Hall with 
birds’ wings. It is difficult to entice air- 
minded (or is it air-mad?) youth from machi- 
nery to Nature, but the serving generation, 
who have seen more than they want of war, 
are quite willing to take up birds as a hobby 
and recreation. Tubby is convinced that it 
would be a good thing to encourage and en- 
trap some Service bird-watchers into Toc H. 
As a start I got my next-door neighbour, who 
happened to be in the R.A.F., to do some 
drawings to illustrate the evolution of the 
aeroplane from а box-kite to a bird. He has 
since become not only a keen bird-watcher 
but a working member of Toc H. 

The British Trust for Ornithology (39. 
Museum Road, Oxford) has a well-planned 
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scheme for encouraging bird-watching in the 
Services. They have set Coastal Command 
counting Gannets and reporting on the spread 
of the Fulmar Petrel, as well as targeting at 
the Woodpigcon. Their latest target on 
migration is perhaps their best, and it should 
do something to allay the ill-founded suspi- 
cion that the Edward Grey Institute is 
nothing but a school of Pestology financed 
by the Ministry of Agriculture. 


Bird-watching at Home 


After the war there will be a big increase 
in bird-watching. Money will rightly be spent 
on Nature Reserves for scientists in out-of-the- 
way places. Heligoland, for instance, may 
become an international bird sanctuary. And 
| am hoping that there will be grants for 
opening the eyes of youth to natural beauties 
in the stay-at-home places where people have 
to live and get their living. 

If anyone thinks that good bird-watching is 
impossible in and around London, for in- 
stance, he should consult the ' Inner London 
Bird Records’ published in British Birds or 
write to me (enclosing ts. 64.) for the London 
Natural History Society's Bird Report. Dur- 
ing the past ten years most of my own bird- 
watching and recording has been done in my 
suburban garden (51 species of birds), in 
Wormwood Scrubs Prison (32 species), and in 
St, James’s Park (46 species). 

Most big towns and most counues have 
Natural History Socicties, and the quickest 
wav to get to know birds is to ask someone 
in them who practises bird-watching to take 
you to a sewage farm or some other choice 
spot and show you some of the little tricks by 
which he recognises birds in the field, birds 
in the bush and birds on the wing. 


How Toc H could help 


Perhaps the finest of all good work done 
by the Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds is its ‘ Bird and Tree’ scheme. By this 
scheme elementary school children аге en- 
couraged to watch one bird and one tree for 
a year and then write an essay about them. 
There are prizes, County Shields and an All- 
England Shield. Last year the All-England 
Shield was won by the Dorset village of 
Camp hill. I should like to see every village 
and town where there is a unit of Toc H 
doing something to encourage this best of 
all ways of protecting the birds and the 
countryside. The teachers are co-operating 
nobly, but their hands are more than full and 
some of them would welcome assistance in 
getting the schemes across to the children. 
(Any reader of the Journat who is sufficiently 
interested to want to lend a hand should write 
to Miss М. С. Davies, R.S.P.B., 82, Victoria 
Street, London, S. W.1). 

Then, Scouts and Guides need instructors 
and examiners in Bird Warden, Naturalist 
and Explorer badges. The A.T.C. like talks 
on the Theory of Flight, and the R.S.P.B. has 
just started a Junior Bird Recorders Club. Is 
it in order to suggest that Toc H might co- 
operate with the R.S.P.B. in running a 
‘Choose your Bird’ (feathered!) competition 
for people in the Forces? Ву this competition 
individual serving men and women would be 
encouraged to choose and study one bird for 
‘duration,’ with a view to reporting on it in 
essay form after the war. 1 believe that, with 
or without prizes, such a competition would 
be a success and that it would help the Toc H 
job of promoting right relationships. 

We still have a lot to learn from our allies 


the birds! TARP 


(Norre.—Any letters about this article will be passed on by the Editor to the author.—ED.). 


International Relations 


The series of articles by distinguished nationals of France, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Poland, 
Greece, Belgium, Holland, Hungary, Norway and the Balkans, introduced by Padre Ben Dakin's 
article Europe calling Britain in January, is now finished, and there are indications that it has been 


much appreciated both by members and by our international friends. 


In the biographical note at the 


head of Dr. V. V. TiLEA'S article in our last issue, it was stated that he had been “ leader of the 


Transylvanian Peasant Party " of Roumania. 


Transylvanian Peasant Party. 


This should have read of the Youth Section of the 
We may add that the introductory notes to the articles have been 


supplied by a member of our staff and not by the writers themselves. 
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THE WORLD CHAIN OF LIGHT 


T 9 p.m. on December 11, the 27th anni- 

versarv of the opening o£ Talbot House, 
Poperinghe, the World Chain of Light will 
start from Talbot House, Madras, and will be 
forged by units and members in many lands 
during the twenty-four hours that follow. 
The meaning and method of this time- 
honoured custom of our family was explained 
in the October Journat, p. 149. The lighting of 
Lamps and Rushlights takes place at 9 p.m. 
by their own time on December 11 by all 
units from India westwards to Canada; on 
December 12 by the Forces in the Pacific and 
units in Australia and New Zealand. Mem- 
bers on service, as experience shows, will 
observe it how, where and when they can; 
prisoners of war before 9, because of roll-call. 
But every remembrance is a link in the Chain. 
So far as London is concerned, members un- 
able to observe it in their own units, can join 
the family at the London Centre, 19, Dean’s 
Yard, Westminster, at 8.30 p.m. 


For very many men the World Chain of 

Light will this year take on a new significance 
and that for a number of reasons. In the first 
place, they will be observing it far from their 
own homes. In the silence we are able to 
renew our friendship with those from whom 
space separates us. 


The meaning of this year's celebration is 
further deepened by the fact that the world 
in which the Elder Brethren continue their 
witness is now peopled with many who have 
been our comrades in difficult circumstances 
on this side. With new meaning we shall 
commit ourselves to the task of building the 
things which they loved, and to guard which 
they gave their lives. 


We stand on the threshold of more severe 
fighting than our Forces have yet known. 
Thus far the Empire of which most of us are 
citizens has not lost in killed as many men as 
were lost in a few wecks of fighting on the 
Somme in 1916. During the coming months 

many more homes will be darkened by 
bereavement; many more young lives will ШІ 
maimed in body ог mind. 
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When the end of fighting draws near it will 
be difficult to overcome that bitterness which 
so often attends sore losses. Yet bitterness will 
not provide the atmosphere in which that 
fairer land which haunts all our fighting can 
best be built. We are at war because men and 
peoples have gone their own way rather than 
God’s. War will succced war unless, having 
listened to the Voice of God, we learn to obev 
rather than to trust in our own resources. 

As we stand to our Lights let us rejoice 
that the darkness cannot overcome thc light. 
Let us seck from God courage for our nced. 
Above all let us pray that we may be kept 
sensitive to Him, lest having won the victorv 
over the enemy we ourselves be overcome bv 
those same evil forces against which we have 
struggled so long. 


A Message from India 


The following message from Canon W. 
Воситох, Тос H All-India Padre, is addressed 
to the family across the world :— 

This year there will be a large gap in our Chain 
of Light. Of that we in India are particulavly 
conscious. ‘Toc I$ Rangoon, Singapore, Hong 
Kong, Shanghai, are no more, and between us and 
Australia is a thick belt of darkness. Nor is thi 
darkness a mere absence of light. It is a darkness 
which hates the Light апа is determined to abolish 
it. The opposition is complete and leaves no 
room for reconciliation or compromise. 

In Italy and Germany Fascism and Nazism are 
quite new and most of the people there still have 
memories of our common tradition, and respect 
in private the ideas, culture, and moral standards 
which the rest of Europe shares. Гог them the 
ancient Light is momentarily hidden, but it will 
shine again when the cloud has dispersed. But 
in the East it is different; (Пе Darkness is not 
from cloud, it is in the hearts of the people. It 
is the only way of life they have ever known, 

On the fringe of that we in India stand to-dav ; 
and our men along the Eastern Coast as they keep 
watch are thinking of friends lost to sight for 
whom they are terribly anxious; they think of 
great enterprises which have been blotted out by 
the sprawling darkness, and they realise most 
vividly how appalling is the menace which 
threatens the rest of the world. The only way to 
banish Darkness is to introduce Light. We must 
leap forward to attack, torch in hand, and that 
torch must be Christianity, the Light of the 
World. ФТо-4ау, Madras represents not only the 
will of Toc TI but also the cause of the civilised 
world. As you join in the Chain, pray that Toc H 
India may help our men to light their torches and 
carry them steadily on. 


- 


TOC Н BEHIND THE WIRE-—II. 


І,А5Т month we traced the progress of 

Toc H among Army members who are 
prisoners of war in a large camp, Stalag 
VIII В. Now we construct t the rather com- 
plicated history of Toc H among R.A.F. 
prisoners in Germany, where, as onc of thein 
writes, "the Luftwaffe air is different from the 
Army air " (by which he seems to imply more 
congenial to Тос H). 


The Groups in Stalag Luft HI 


Stalag Luft Ш, situated at Sagan, south- 
east of "Berlin, about half-way to Breslau, is, 
as its name implies, specially for airmen pri- 
soners. They are divided into separate ofh- 
cers’ and men’s compounds, and there are a 
few Army prisoners of all ranks there too. 

On August 9, 1942, Squadron-Leader Sam 
Long, recently transferred from Oflag VI B 
and its flourishing Toc H Group, wrote to the 
Editor : 

“We have held an initial] meeting of Тос Н, 
to which about 40 interested persons turned up 
and are now consideriug our first step with a 
nucleus of about ten, some members, some pre- 
and post-war probationers. The future ts a closed 
book, but we should be very grateful if vou could 
let us have any literature you сап send us." 
(Several parcels have been sent), He goes on to 
mention several old imeinbers as “the mainstay 
Тос H-ers " and says that ‘ Padre Robinson in 
two days has done almost more than seemed 
possible to bring the idea before the general 
notice," He goes on: ''I brought with me a 
dedicated Rushlight from Oflag VI B. The Luft- 
walfe air is different from the Army air, so we have 
every Поре for a great success. Our view is some- 
what restricted. by pine trees, but people's 
thoughts disregard them, The iucarceration does 
not bear so heavily, апа, although we hope 
for a satisfactory end this vear, we are acclima- 
tised to a longer view.” 


On September 30, 1942, he sent home a 
nominal roll of 17 new members, initiated on 
the 24th, the names of the Group’s committee 
of seven and five names of sergeants, the 
membership, so far as the officers knew, in 
the N.C.O.'s compound: he says that “ com- 
munication at present is a little difficult be- 
tween the members of the Group” in the 
two compounds, but the officers had dedi- 
cated a home-made Lamp, brought from 
Oflag VI B, and handed it over to the 
N.C.O.'s. 


On Christmas Day (the letter did not reach 
us until March this year) he wrote again, 
thanking us for Christmas carols and other 
books which had reached them in good time. 
He added an account of the Group's obser- 
vance of the World Chain of Light on Decem- 
ber 11, the Birthday of Talbot House (quoted 
in the JOURNAL, April, p. 59). In the course 
of this evening six new members were 
initiated. On December 22, he also reports, 
the officer members were allowed, as “‘a great 
concession," to go to the N.C.O.'s compound 
for a joint meeting. It was “а grand апа 
jovial occasion," with 62 present, and was 
only cut short by Appel (roll-call). 

On March 28, Kenneth Jones, a new Secre- 
tary of the Group, sent the names of five mem- 
bers initiated a few days earlier, of three pro- 
bationers and of the new committee. He 


adds: 


“ Our Group continues to thrive and we have 
our meetings regularly each Tuesday. We have 
по difficulty in getting interesting speakers and, 
though our scope for useful work is very limited, 
we are endeavouring to prepare ourselves for our 
part in the post-war world and useful member- 
ship of Toc H. 

“ We have not been as successful as we wished 
in having combined meetings with the Group in 
the N.C.O.'s compound at this camp, but are able 
to keep in fairly close touch with them, and are 
hoping to arrange a joint meeting before Easter.” 


On June 7, Pilot-Officer Melville Carson, 
now Secretary, gave details of five new mem- 
bers, initiated on May 11, and the names of 


three members who had joined them from 
Stalag УШ В. He added: 


“ Our Group continues to thrive and the attend- 
ance of all members is very regular. We have 
been pleased to welcome several American officers 
as guests at our recent meetings, and they often 
help to give us a new point of view in our dis- 
cussions... 

" Since the last letter to you from our Group 
we have moved to a new compound in the same 
camp. As another Toc Н Group is probably form- 
ing im the compound we have vacated, we must 
call ourselves Officers’ Compound (West) to avoid 
confusion.” 


Tue N.C.O.'s Group 


In November, Sergt. G. H. F. Ogden had 
already written to say that the N.C.O.’s had 
formed a Group of their own, as obviously 
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mectings with the officer members were too 
difficult to arrange. On December 19 he gave 
us further details, including the names and 
home addresses of their 18 members. He 


says : 

“ Ав you can see from the Roll, our Group is 
formed of fellows from all corners of the Binpire. 
We are carrying on in the true Toc H atmosphere, 


In this Prison Group, as in some others, 
the Secretary апа other officers seem to 
change often, and Ogden gives the good 
reason : 


** Our present Executive was chosen from our 
five original members and clected to serve until 
our numbers grew and the Group was sufficiently 
conversant with Toc H matters to choose new 
officers. ‘The term of 
office for all the Execu- 
live expires next month 
when a new Iixecutive 
will be elected. As this is 
such a new Group vou 
will agree that it would 
be a good thing to have a 
complete change of Iixe- 
cutive, as it would give 
new members a better 
chance of gaining a wider 
knowledge of Төс H pro- 
ceedings if they are run- 
ning things themselves. 
The original members of 
the Executive will, of 
course, always be on hand 
lo give advice and help 
ах Occasion demands." 


A пр which some 
much older units at 
home might take! 


{In the next letter, 
written on February 15, 


Sowr Members or adim Orricers’ Group, Sraa Lurr ПІ. the new Secretary, 


Back Row, left to right: K. Giles, F. Stone, A. Hale, R. 


Tessop, T. Bentley, К. May. беге: Norman Lewis, 


W. Ainsbury Second. Row, seated: H Cunningham, P. Wimberley, б. Gilson, J. Casson, pi | Я f і 
A. Robinson (Padre), S. Long. Front. Row: M Carson, © Nutting, W. France, |. Doublard, gives the names ог the 


С Townend. 


and I am sure that if you could be transferred 
suddenly to the midst of one of our meetings, 
you would find very little difference from a normal 
meeting at home. Besides our members and pro- 
bationers we have a good sprinkling of new visi- 
tors at each mecting, and we hope it won't be long 
before these fellows are preparing to be mem- 
bers. . 


“We now шесі on Friday evenings at 6 p.m. 
and keep going until nearly 9 p.m., when we 
have to return to our various barracks. . . During 
our meeting on December 11, at precisely 8 p.m 
(local time) and for the next fifteen minutes, we 
celebrated the World Chain of Light. At each 
meeting one of our members usually gives a 
short talk on Toc H matters. This, as you will 
realise, is none too easy, as we have to do it all 
from memory, having no Тос H literature what- 
ever, not even a Diary.” (This has now been put 
right, we hope. —Ep.) . . . “ We are hoping that 
the Commandant will give his permission ” (as he 
did—see Sam Long’s Christmas letter) ‘for us 
to entertain the Officers’ Group at our Christmas 
meeting and also for us to visit the Officers’ 
Group." 
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new Executive; the 
Pilot and Jobby are New Zealanders. Their 
initiated members were now 19, with 20 pro- 
bationers and they had an average attendance 
of 47 members, probationers and visitors at 
their weekly meetings. He also describes the 
Christmas joint meeting with the Officers’ 
Group and adds: 
“ Incidentally, permission has been granted for 
two of our members to visit the Officers’ Group 
once a month. This privilege is greatly appre- 


ciated, as it will give us an insight into the work- 
ing of another Group.” 


Lewis wrote again on Mav 5, reporting 28 
members, 22 probationers and an average 
attendance of 50 at each mecting—which be- 
tokens steady and solid growth. Their pro- 
gramme consisted of a speaker at every other 
meeting and a members’ evening in the other 
weeks. Such serious subjects as Mining En- 


gineering and Deaf and Dumb Institutes 
alternated with a games evening, a mock trial 
(when a Canadian member was accused of 
harbouring a performing flea and two wit 
nesses appeared in female attire) and a ‘ Beetle 
Drive’ when the *' loud laughter would have 
made а casual visitor imagine he had been 
transported into a school playground at 
break-time.”’ 


In Stalag Luft | 


On June 28 Sam Long wrote from Stalag 
Lute IIl: 


“Ап application for ап N.C.O. to go to Stalag 
Luft I to start a Тос Н Group there has come 
through. As it so happened the whole of the 
N.C.O.’s compound here has, during the past ten 
days, been moved to Stalag Luft УІ” (sce below). 
... “In view of this, not to let a chance go by 
default and with an almost overwhelming desire 
оп my part to get a salt tang in my nostrils, I 
have offered to fill the рар.” (He із actually a 
Squadron Leader, not an N.C.O.). '' It, of course, 
depends on our (German) hosts, and anyhow it is 
unlikelv I should get moving there under two 
months.” 


The “salt tang " comes from the Baltic, 
for Stalag Luft 1 is at Barth on the coast, 
facing the Island of Ruegen and the southern- 
most tip of Sweden, 

Long asks us meanwhile to send a parcel of 
literature to Stalag Luft I “оп spec " so that 
someone there who could do with this assist- 
ance can get on with it." That " someone” 
is available. He is Maurice Huggett of 
"Twickenham Branch, to whom we sent par- 
uculars of correspondence courses recently. 
On June 22 Huggett wrote a postcard to his 
home Branch: 


" Have just started Group of Тос H, subject to 
approval from H.Q. London. Strength 6 mem- 
bers, 33 probationers. I have the honour to be 
the first Secretary. Very busy at the moment іп 
preparation for sports meeting.” 


The move to Stalag Luft VI 


As Long reported, the N.C.O.’s from 
Stalag Luft I moved in the middle of June 
to a new camp, Stalag Luft VI, apparently 
to give room for more officers of the R.A.F., 
recently captured. The new camp is at 
Heydekrug in the extreme N.E. corner of 
East Prussia, near the Baltic coast and the 
border of Lithuania. It is the most remote 
of all the German prison camps, but, though 


it is over 350 miles, as the crow flies, from 
Stalag Luft ПІ, all letters have to be 
addressed zia that camp. After they had left 
Long wrote: 


“I have а good report to send you of the 
N.C.O.'s Group under the last chairmanship of 
Grey. Practically all the unofficial camp jobs had 
been taken over by Toc H—the maintenance of 
the sports grounds, looking after the lecture 
rooms, theatre, etc.—and they were full of expec- 
tation that in their new camp, eventually to num- 
ber 6,000, they are going to have their own special 
room." 2 


Two long letters, written on July 6 and 
August 13 (they did not reach us until Octo- 
ber) have been received from the Group in 
its new camp. In the first, Sergt. McKie 


wrote: 


'* Prior to our being moved one of our members 
constructed a Rushlight which was left with 
Паггу Bradbeer (left behind, and elected Chair- 
тап of the new Group) with the view to passing 
on the light to a new Group which we hoped 
would be formed. Accordingly an extraordinary 
meeting (on June 6) was held to dedicate the 
Light and to discuss future policy of the Group.” 
(Sam Long's letter gives the cluc to this. He 
wrote: “A problem which we are having con- 
siderable difficulty in solving is, the size of the 
Group, and the formation of à new one within 
the camp. Another compound will soon be open- 
ing, with free access to this one, so that may tem- 
porarily postpone settlement." By this fime, 
therefore, there may again be two Groups in 
Stalag Luft I. this time both of officer members). 

'... You may or may not appreciate that 
there is very little work for Toc H in a P.O.W. 
camp. In spite of this, however, we have found 
one or two ways in which we have been able to 
give assistance. ‘There are, perhaps, two out- 
standing efforts which are worthy of note. The 
first is the communal cigarette fund commenced 
and still run by Toc H. The object of this fund 
is to provide for hard-up prisoners of war who are 
forced to rely on the Red Cross weekly issue of 
cigarettes. Although this issue is 50 per week, 
the amount does not go very far wheu one has a 
lot of time in which to do nothing. ‘Therefore out 
of the fund an additional 50 per week is issued to 
those in need. ‘Che backing for this scheme was 
obtained by an appeal to the prisoners of war in 
this camp who were better off as regards 
cigarettes. Some 70,000 cigarettes were collected 
іп this way and, providing there is no undue 
shortage, this should keep tlie fund goiug for 
some time before another appeal is necessary. 

* The second job worthy of note is the work 
done by members in assisting in the move of the 
camp, and thanks must be extended to our hard- 
worked Jobby.'' 


The list of jobs undertaken is extended in 
the second letter, from the newly-elected 
Secretary, Sergt. К. C. Thompson (Purley 
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Branch). Besides the cigarette fund апа load- 
ing heavy luggage into the train when thev 
moved, he mentions the collection and distri- 
bution of clothes and essentials for new 
arrivals, the provision of * hot brews ` for new 
arrivals, the arrangement of accommodation 
at sports events, and the provision of light 
entertainment in the camp pending the con- 
struction of a theatre. 


He gives an insight into the condition of 
the Group: 


"During. the past eleven months we have 
grown very rapidly and our strength is now 51 
members and 24 probationers, also our meetings 
are always well attended by visitors. 

“ Before leaving the old camp many of us had 
come to the conclusion that we were missing the 
spirit and fellowship which we had experienced 
at the beginning, and after the dedication of the 
new Rushlight we got down to thrashing out a 
few of the problems that had been worrying us. 
Most important among these were probationer- 
ship and fellowship. Originally we had a two- 
months’ probation, to help the Group to get 
going, but this was increased to three months. 
We decided that our lack of fellowship may be 
due partly 1o this short period, and agreed to 
lengthen it again to a minimum of four months— 
more if necessary, according to the individual 
probationer. It was felt, too, that three months 
was too short a time for the Tixecutive to get 
down to work properly, and so we decided that 
as soon as we came to this camp we would have 
an election (which was due) of the best possible 
Committee and for a longer period af office. On 
arrival here the period was fixed for twelve 
months," (He adds the names of the new Exccu- 
Live, of which the Chairman comes from Rhodesia, 
the Pilot from New Zealand and the Secrclary, 
Jobmaster and Treasurer from Purley, Feltham 
and North Wales respectively; all except one have 
been initiated in a prison camp). 

“We had found that we got to know one 
another very well by working together, and our 
Jobbie called for a better spirit in the jobs he 
was undertaking. The meeting was so successful 
that we decided to have a general meeting once 
a month, when we could ‘ sort ourselves out,’ and 
also to have a probationers’ “сеп” meeting each 


HOME 


REPATRIATED members from German 
7 prison camps, arrived at Leith or Liver- 
pool eia Stockholm, are gradually making 
themselves known to local units or Head- 
quarters and are receiving everywhere, we 
don't doubt, а real family welcome. Austra- 
lian and New Zealand members, exchanged 
at Barcelona, are on their long voyage home 
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week. These have proved invaluable. . We 
are giving much thought to our programme and 
we try to make our meetings as much * Toc H ' 
as possible. As we have men from аП parts. of 
the world we have a great chance to learn more 
of their countries and to understaud our fellows, 
we have had many talks from our members from 
overseas. 

“We are trying to see how Тос H cau pull its 
weight im the big post-war construction which is 
bound to follow. We аге trying here to stress 
the deeper things in Toc Н which so many tend 
to overlook.” 


In touch with the Old House 


Let us end this glimpse of our tellow- 
members behind the wire with a delightful 
touch of the family spirit. © Thompson 
writes : 

" Last May one of our members, alter reading 
through Tales of Talbot. House, hit upon the 
bright idea of writing to René Berat, the Curator 
of Talbot House, telling him of our existence, 
passing on to him our best wishes for himself 
and the Old House and asking for news. We 
had almost given up hope of a reply, but while 
I was busy writing this letter I was handed (he 
delightful reply, а copy of which I enclose." 

Fiere it is—with its witness that our 
excellent René and Olida miss their practice 
in English conversation nowadays : 

Рөрегінеһе, 15 Mai, 1943 
‘ODER PRIEND, 

© Thanks very for news. We have glad you all 
good, en you enjoy in the evening. Thinking 
always tho the oll friends and hope vou oll in 
good healt. René ave been cruellie complaint * 
(he had a stroke early in the iar); " for. riu 
moment we hare both wel also the Old flouse in 
good conditions but we move vear Tuin 1940 апа 
Stil leef now in us old Home Yperstrect 123 7 
(their original house in Rue d'Y pres, near the 
Station). '' We hoop tho ave news somtymes ах 
possible. Greetings tho all the friends, RENE 
AND OLIDA BERAT.” 


Thus the free spirits in bondage in Ger- 
many and Belgium greet cach other in the 
fellowship of Toc H. 


AGAIN! 


and are certain of the same eager reception. 
At the moment it is not possible to give a 
complete list but the following are reported 
(home, where known to us, in brackets) : 
From Stalag МПІ D:  Doucras Bann (Chand- 
lers Ford, Hants.) ; R. W. Ехвок (Gisborne, N.Z.) ; 
P. E. К. нохт (Sileester, nr. Reading); BRIAN 


INEL (S. Norwood); А. R. Lawrence (Edgware, 
Mx.); Le Раск (Channel Islands); CYRIL Lomas 


Rüsanrmp Prisoners or. War ат Tanor House, 
(See below —Photo. : 


(Manchester); Lex Lrtovp (Hastings, N.Z.); R. 
Minar (Havelock, N.Z.) ; X. RICKMAN (Glenforest, 
W. Australia); R. 1, Rixt (Gisborne, N.Z}; M. С; 
Serres (Cerne Abbas, Dorset); Г. 0 TARLING; 
G. Тахһок (W. Hartlepool); J. H. Wanton (Mor- 
petli), WALTER GooDYrak. (Basingstoke). 

From Oflag IN A/H: Capt. D. Ro OAKLEY Hin, 
(Chipping Campden, Glos.). 
From Орау 61/2: ALC 

And others—list awaited. 

Prom Hag NULL H : Ree Staton (Fowey) 

It must be realised that, with the exception 
ot Кес Sraron (Н.О. staff) and ALFRED 
Галехрвк (Croydon Branch), none of these 
seem to have been members іп peacetime; 
Frank Tarling joined in a little hospital unit 
in Greece before capture, the rest in prison. 
They have come home with a high regard 
for Toc H in action, as thev have seen it, 
under difficulties and full of keenness to see 
“the real thing " at home. It is now up to 
us! Some have much to teach us. 

Oakey Hitt has brought the Rushlight 
of Oflag IX A/H (' Village Group’ in the 
Lower Camp) to H.Q.—a beautifully made 
double cross in oak, with a small bracket at 
the foot to hold a candle. It is a treasured 
gift from the committee of the Group, which 
has another one in usc. 

ErrENpxn has brought home the Log Book 
of Oflag 64/Z Group 

The Stalag VIII B members report that 
when they spent the night in.a naval barracks 
at Sassnitz on the Island of Ruegen, before 


ELLENDER (Croydon); 


BEDFORD. 


Bedfordshire Times). 


crossing the Baltic to Sweden, they held the 
Ceremony of light for the last time on Ger- 
man soil. They kindled a straw in the 
barrack-room stove and lit a candle-end, pro- 
duced by Maurice Serres. One member of 
the Group has promised to write in the Janu- 
ary Jourxar—to back up our hearsay article 
last month on Stalag VIII B ' straight from 
the horse's mouth '! 

Кес 5татох, who travelled in another party 
across Germany, France and Spain, was held 
up for three weeks at Lisbon awaiting a plane 
for England. He arrived on November 5. 
Except for his eyesight, he is well and ex- 
tremely cheerful. After a short rest at home 
he will be telling a very interesting tale to 
some Toc Н audiences. Не brings good 
reports of his fcllow-prisoners of the staff left 
behind—Rex Calkin, Brian Bonham-Carter, 
Hugh Pilcher and Austen Williams. 


A Welcome at Bedford 


On Wednesday afternoon, November 3. 
about 340 repatriated prisoners of war arrived 
at a camp ncar Bedford and the local Branch 
of Toc H was called upon to entertain them. 
'Toc H members, both men and women, and 
the Committee of Talbot House, Bedford. 
visited the camp and distributed nearly £70 
worth of cigarettes, chocolates, fruit, note- 
paper, stamps and everything needed to make 
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the men happy. One hundred and seventeen 
telegrams were sent to relatives of the men. 
The Toc H Services Club at Middlesbrough 
co-operated with Toc H in Bedford arranging 
visits from relatives; the mother, aunt and 
brother of one of the prisoners came from 
Middlesbrough, and two other families were 
brought from Birmingham and from Ton- 
bridge. Several of the local Toc H members 
stayed up all night to mect trains in the early 
hours of the morning, which resulted in three 
very happy reunions taking place in the 
Warden’s room. On three successive days 


relatives and prisoners were entertained to tea 
in the gaily decorated lounge of the Club. 

Free seats at the local cinema were given to 
the prisoners and a local concert party gave a 
performance at the camp. Ambulances with 
motor-cycle escort conveyed prisoners to and 
from camp. Some of the prisoners also went 
to a Toc H dance being held for the troops, 
where one of them gave a short specch on his 
expericnces as a prisoner-of-war. Both these 
men and many others emphasised how much 
Toc H had meant to them, both before and 
after their capture. 


PERSONAL 


Toc H is glad and proud to congratulate 
Henry Urmston Witting, its Chairman since 
May, 1938, on his appointment as Minister 
of Health. Itis with very deep regret that he 
has now been obliged to resign from the Cen- 
tral Executive. He writes to tell us that he 
has received very many telegrams and letters 
from units and members on his new appoint- 
ment. His heavy responsibilities make it im- 

ssible for him to answer these individually 
and he has suggested that we should ask all 
his friends in Toc H to accept an expression 
of his gratitude in the Journat. 

As Special Commissioner for the Homeless 
in the London Region during the worst 
period of the Battle of Britain, Harry showed 
conspicuous energy and powers of imagina- 
tion in organising a great series of rest centres 
for bombed-out citizens, and only recently 
relinquished this post, his task fulfilled. Since 
1940 he has sat in Parliament as М.Р. for 
Croydon (North Division), and last year he 
became Chancellor of the Diocese of Roches- 
ter. He has been sworn a member of His 
Majesty's Privy Council on his present 
appointment as a Minister of the Crown. 


* * * 


We are relieved to hear that Major General 
Sir Corin Jardine, Director of Army Wel- 
fare, is out of hospital in India, after serious 
illness and back at work on a long tour in 
connection with Army Welfare. Corin 
JarDINE is an old and active member of Toc 
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H. Before leaving England he attended 
meeting of the Central Executive and gave 
his impressions of our Services Club work 
and some useful advice. At an earlier meet- 
ing of the Executive he spoke warmly of the 
work of our Club at Lille (the staff of which 
was captured soon after his last visit to it), 
which, as Chicf of Staff to Lord Gort in the 
B.E.F., he knew well. Many will remember 
the excellent broadcast appeal he made for 
our Services Clubs two years ago. 


ж E ж 


Congratulations to Flight Lieut. Kervin 
BEETON, of Toc H South Australia, on the 
award of the D.F.C. 


. # # 


In the preface to an Open Letter, When 
they come Ноте, in the October Jounxar 
Tubby spoke of "the appointment of the 
Rev. J. Тном, M.C., to the living of Melton 
Mowbray.” The Rev. Н. R. Bates (who, 
helped Tubby and Neville Talbot to open 
Talbot House, Poperinghe, in 1915) writes: 


Vicar of Melton Mowbray 


“As I have been ý 
T shall be glad if you 


since 1937, and still am, 
will correct this mistake in your next issue. 1 
would not have troubled you with this but for 
the fact that letters come asking why, when, etc., 
I am leaving. The Rev. J. Тном, M.C., has been 
appointed to the benefice of Saxby with Staple- 
ford and Wvfordby, the postal address of which 
is ' nr. Melton Mowbray HR 


Our apologies have been made to Padre 
Bates for quoting incorrect information. 


TUBBY’S CORRESPONDENCE 


Many members already know that, before this JouRNAL reaches them, Tussy will be at sea 
again. Before sailing he sent us this note on correspondence. 


AILORS like letters. Some reply to them 

under conditions which would scarify any 
normally constituted human being; since 
noise and lack of privacy and constant in- 
terruptions are the lot of any Officer ог тап 
afloat. Even the Captain, in his historic isola- 
tion, gets very little time when he is alone. A 
bag of Mail coming over the side thus con- 
stitutes the finest reinforcement to the whole 
spirit of the ship concerned, and Christmas 
mail is naturally the best. 

Тос H is venturing to add, this year, a 
letter and a larger envelope, addressed to every 
sailor who we can hope to reach by such a 
means. For many hundreds of our friends and 
members now on the seas we have no certain 
clue, and it’s no good cluttering up the 
Christmas post with multitudes of packets 
liable to be undelivered. We, therefore, have 
confined our whole attention to those sailors 
for whom we have a home or ship address. 


Since I am, myself, lucky enough to be 
spending the winter pottering round the 
Mediterranean, and possibly Near East, as 
Chaplain to the British Tanker Company, I 
shall be living in a mobile state, and very 
often out of reach of letters—nor do I anti- 
cipate, when I have left my study on Tower 
Hill, having another table of my own till mv 
return at Easter '44. I cannot hope, therefore, 
to correspond directly or adequately with my 
own family or with my friends. 


AN OLD 


Letters can come to me via Tower Hill, or 
via Тос Н Headquarters, but they are un- 
likely to receive a reply for months. In 
order that І may not thus lose contact with 
those who are so kind as to wish to keep in 
touch with me, I have invited four friends of 
mine to share and answer all the correspond- 
ence which may arrive from any sort of ship. 


Tanker personnel and Naval Ratings will 
be divided between C.P.O. H. Moss, D.C.M., 
R.N. (under which description some old 
friends will recognise the Padre of the Pipe 
Line) and Mrs. Ferguson, Toc Н Head- 
quarters, 47, Francis Street, S. W.1. Letters 
which come to me from Naval personnel will 
be sent on by Miss Eileen Ball, my secretary, 
at 42, Trinity Square, Tower Hill, E.C.3, 
either to Mrs. Ferguson or to Harry Moss, 
who will reply on my behalf, letting me have 
where it is possible, copies of their replies 
and of the original letters. 


All correspondence with R.N. or R.N.V.R. 
or M.N. Officers which reaches my address 
on Tower Hill will be forwarded by Miss 
Eileen Ball to an old friend, now for the 
time being laid aside in the King Edward 
VIL Sanatorium, Midhurst, Surrey. This 
friend is Captain Gerald Bellars, R.N.—late 
H.M.S. Norfolk—who has most kindly pro- 
mised to reply to them, on my behalf, then 
they come on to me. 

Tuspy. 


LAMENT 


To J. C. С. and others, who would have served апа led Toc H in future. 


Thou hast come safe to port, I still at sea; 
Thy light ts on thy head, darkness in me. 
Pluck thou in Heaven’s field violet and rose; 
While I strew flowers that will thy vigil keep, 
Where thou dost sleep, friend, in thy young repose. 
«Translated from the 9th Century Latin by HELEN WADDELL, wilh slight alterations by P. B. C.). 
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THE ELDER 


Browx.—On October о, suddenly, Joux 
ALLEN Brown, a founder member of Whit- 
wick Group. Elected 1936. 

Crarke.—In July, GoprreyY CLARKE, а 
member of Felixstowe Branch. Elected 1.2.28. 

Coorer.—On October 21, W. ARTHUR 
Cooper, a member of Pontefract Branch. 
Elected August, 1922. (See note below). 

CnossLEY.—On October 13, УУплилм Harry 
Crosstey, а Foundation member, Chester- 
field Branch. 

Gotpinc.—On October 2, after short ill- 
ness, Harry С. Gotpinc, a member of 
Harrow Branch, an original member of 
Mark 1 Committee. Elected 25.9.20. 

Gray.—On March 7, Снакіле Gray, one 
of the first guests of Cheltenham Branch. 


1920. (See note below). 

Hupson.—Missing, now believed killed in 
action, Frank J. Hupson, Pilot Officer, 
R.A.F., a member of Norwood Branch. 


Elected January, 1931. 

Irvine.—On September 17, Dr. T. H. 
Irving, one of the first Builders at Easington 
Colliery. 

MippLEToN.—On active service in July, 
Joux I. Міррівтох, a member of Harborne 
Branch, Birmingham. Elected 22.9.'39. 

MirrEn.—On active service in June, PETER 
Mixxer, Pilot Officer, R.A.F., a probationer 
of Bristol Branch. 

Parrott.—On October 11, 
Georce Parrorr, а member 
Branch. Elected March, 732. 

RoniNs.—Missing at Tobruk in 1942, now 
reported killed in action, Frank Rosins, 
Capt., East Yorks. Regt. 

Simpkinson.—In October, Rev. Е. V. 
Simpkinson, a Foundation member, Melton 
Mowbray. Elected 3.10.1919. 

SsutH.—On active service at Home, Denis 
C. Ѕміти, Despatch Rider, aged 19, а mem- 
ber of Ilkley Branch. Elected 28.2.'40. 

"TTinsALL.— Killed in action, Roy Тірвліл,, 
a member a Crediton Branch. Elected 25.9.'40. 

Vosrer.—On active service, E. C. Моѕрек, 


suddenly, 
of Bolsover 


R.A.F., a member of Saltash Branch. Elected - 


April. 1941. 
I9O 


BRETHREN. 


WarroLE.—Killed in action in December, 
1942, Тномав Henry  Warrorg, Sergi, 
R.A.F., aged 20. 


In Memoriam: 


Charlie Gray 


Tubby writes: “When Arthur Murray 
Smith went Home (see September JovnxaL), 
the indomitable friend and object of the first 
act of the first Jobmaster went Home along- 
side." Crarnie Gray, a fearfully disabled 
ex-scrviceman, was discovered in St. Martin's 
Hospital, Cheltenham, in 1920 by the young 
Branch, of which Col. Murray Smith, in- 
ventor of ' jobmastery, was a member. Не 
was regularly wheeled down to meetings. 
The Rev. E. Courtney Gardner, à member 


of the Branch in those days, writes to Tubby : 

“ Charlie Gray was the inspiration of Chelten- 
ham Branch in the early days. Blind, legless and 
deaf—his invincible optimism, courage and сһсет- 
fulness shamed us again and again. Ап old 
cockuey carman, he enlisted in the R.W. Kents 
and was knocked ont in 1916. 

* Do vou remember when vou asked him, at 
Pats Manchester House-warming, to define 
Toc H? He lifted his merry, scarred face and 
said “Тос Н? When a General pours out your 
beer and a Colonel cuts up vour meat--that’s 
Toc H, gentlemen." 

“At Cheltenham, Brighton and 
Charlie was the life and soul of the place. ‘The 
other boys miss him terribly. His battered body 
is buried in the roadside gravevard at Melplash 
—alongside the village Inn, where he would sit 
and talk with the local folk; but liis unconquer- 
able soul, which no German H.E. shell could hurt, 
is marching on with the rest of the Elder Brethren, 
and if they didn’t know Rogerium, they’ ll have 
learnt it front him by now. 

“He had over thirty operations but nothing 
could break his spirit. Toc H owes him a lot." 


Melplash, 


Arthur Cooper 


Anrruur Coorer, Headmaster of the 
Friends School at Ackworth, was the first 
Quaker to join Toc H, and at the time (1922) 
there was considerable discussion before the 
Elections Committee admitted a conscientious 
objector into the family circle. His quiet 
force of character won him respect every- 
where; he proved himself an excellent mem- 
ber and, on a Toc H expedition across the 
Pyrenees in 1923, a gallant and resourceful 
companion in an emergency. 


FAMILY 


Facing the Future 

The idea of a members’ fund for the post- 
war work of Toc H, ventilated in our October 
number, has caught on and is gathering 
momentum. At present it is intended that 
this should not be a * Headquarters scheme’ 
but should be left to local initiative in the 
Areas and Regions. Members should feel— 
and do feel—that it is * their own show." 
This will, of course, result in a variety of 
method and organisation. Even the name 
o£ the fund has not yet been laid down. The 
Kent, Surrey and Sussex Area, in а letter 
quoted in the October article, call it the 
` Members! Peace "Thanksgiving Fund? 
Some others mav feel that this is rather long 
or rather previous, and that “Тос H Family 
Fund ` or something similar might express its 
intention equally clearly. This, too, is left 
to local choice—and the best solution will pro- 
bably become general in the long гоп. But, 
whatever the name or the methods chosen, 
the goal of all these efforts is the same—to 
ensure that Toc H Incorporated stands firmly 
enough on its financial feet at the moment 
the war ends to take the first steps forward 
into the post-war world. 

In this members, whatever. their where- 
abouts or their circumstances, should be in- 
volved. The following letter, for instance, 
from an Officer of the Royal Artillery, serving 
with the R.A.F., may be quoted : 


“Т have just been reading the October issue of 
the JovRNAL amd feel I should like to have a 
handan the Peace Thanksgiving Fund. I enclose 
herewith my cheque for - 

“This challenge has got to be met and I feel 
that those of us who are in the Forces would 
like to be in on it as well as those members who 
sre carrying on the units while we are away. 
After all, we shall be glad to offer up our thanks 
when we can return to our normal occupations. 
So please don't restrict the Fund to those who 
are left but throw it open to all members wherever 
they шау be. Good luck! ” 


The Fund, in fact, is not restricted. Though 
it is primarily the concern of members, and 
no organised ‘ drive’ among the general pub- 
lic, who are already generously. supporting 
our War Services Fund, is in its intention, 
there is no reason why the many friends and 
Builders of Toc H who are interested in our 
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permanent peace-time work, should not be 
welcomed into partnership in it. 


Telling People about Toc H 


In early days a stranger once said that he 
had heard of Toc H but thought it was the 
name of a patent medicine. Members have 
alwavs felt strongly against it being adver- 
tised—as if it were indeed an infallible and 
unique cure for the world's ills. But telling 
people who we are and what we are trying 
to do is not ‘advertisement’ in this’ sense, 
though it may share with the Gospel the 
much-abused name of * propaganda.’ The 
story and doings of Toc H, published abroad 
in the right way, wins for us understanding 
and friends who will help us to do even more. 
Some of this publishing is done by our good 
friends of the press, some by other means. To 
be effective some of the day- to-day work of 
publicity needs to be centralised in a full-time 
member of the staff who is in constant touch 
with the press and who knows how Toc H 
wants to present its case to the public. Since 
February 1, a staff member charged with this 
work has been present at H.Q. in the person 
of Mrs. Gasriette NicHorr. She is available 
for direct consultation by any unit or mem- 
ber of Toc H (men or Women's Section) in- 
terested in publicity, as well as bv Area staff 
or Honorary Arca Correspondents. She also 
serves on the Publicity Sub-Committee of the 
Central Executive at Headquarters. 


One of the latest fruits of Mrs. Nicholl’s 
initiative is a ' display unit’ for use in a shop 
window, etc., in connection with any local 
cffort for our Services Clubs. This takes the 
form of a large folding screen, which can be 


neatly packed and sent by rail. The centre 
section, some 7 feet high, is painted in strong 


colour with a picture of a Toc H Club in the 
desert, with Service men and women making 
for it. from a warship at sea on one side, an 
acrodrome іп the sand on the other and a 
tank and gun in the foreground. Side screens 
hold photographs of our Clubs, and a Toc H 
map of the world in colours and any local 
information take up the floor space in front. 
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The first of these ‘ display units ' has recently 
done duty in a shop window in Tunbridge 
Wells in connection with a concert for our 
Services Fund, and a number of similar units 
are now being made and will soon be avail- 
able, Bookings for these should be sent well 
in advance (we have to reckon up to three 
weeks for rail transport nowadays) to the 
Bursar, 47, Francis Street, S.W.r. 

The screens of photographs, of which an 
illustration appeared in the October Journat, 
are in very great demand and bookings 
should be made as early as possible. There 
is abundant proof that these are doing much 
to tell the public about Toc H work in war- 
time. 


News of Norman Currie 

We are sorry to hear that Norman CURRIE, 
who came over from Mark I South America 
at Bucnos Aires to our Services Club work in 
the Middle East, will be unfit for three 
months to join our staff in India as was 
planned. Dysentery, the result of hard work 
through two hot summers in Iraq, has called 
for a proper test for him. 

Germany Calling! 

Between the two wars a handful of Germans 
came to know Toc H and some of them 
became members of it. Their English friends 
cannot help wondering often how they fare 
and whether they will ever meet them again. 
Here are two unexpected links with them. 
The first is a story told by Lieut. X, a British 
officer, not a member of Toc H, just repatri- 
ated from a German prison camp: 

'* On our way home we passed through Cassel, 
at which station we stopped for a few minutes. 
Suddenly the door of our compartment opened, 
a Major of the German Army looked in aud asked 
* Are you chaps comfortable? ” in perfect Inglish. 


We were a little taken aback but replied ‘ Yes, 
sir, thank you.’ The following conversation then 
took place : 

'" Major: Any of you fellows know Surrey? 

«Ілені. X: Ves, sir, I know it well. 

“ Major : Do you happen to know Guildford? 

" Lieut. X : Yes, sir, I was born there and have 
lived there all my life. 

* Major : Do you know Sid T——, he works at 
P's? 
“ Licul. X : I don’t know T——, sir, but I know 
P’s very well. 

" Major: When you get home, please seek 
'T—— out and, if he's still O.K., please convey 
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to him my greetings and kindest remembrances. 
He's the best friend I ever had. 

* With this remark the door slammed, as by 
now the train was on the move.” 

Sid is an old member of Toc H and one of 


those who did most to interpret Toc H ideas 
to Germans before the war. Не says һе has 
a shrewd idea who the Major was—" the 
style of his message rather gives him away." 


The second link is a letter from Ulrich H, 
a German whom Mark I remembers as a good 
member of its team. He writes from an in- 
ternment camp in Australia to one of our 
staff padres at home. After describing bis 
occupations in the camp (teaching English, 
book-keeping and baking) he goes on: 

“ My solace (so far as there сап be one) is Toc H 
and what goes with it. Being several Тос H men 
here we have had meetings to which we have in- 
vited guests. The World Chain of Light meant 
more io me than even any Toc H meeting has 
ever donc before. Have you any news of the 
Тос H men who are interned in Germany? I 
keenly wonder how they are and hope they are 
keeping fit, and vou all, too. My parents are still 
at Geneva, ‘They always write with infinite gra- 
titude of your help who has helped them out of 
Germany by helping obtain British visa, and we 
shall never forget it. With warmest wishes and 
affectionate regards, yours, О. №, H——.” 

The picture of a handful of interned Ger- 
mans holding Toc H meetings and keeping 
the World Chain of Light with us cannot 


leave the family unmoved. 
For Freemason Members 

Service members of Toc H who are Free- 
masons may like to know of the ‘Square 
Club,’ recently opened at 98, Mount Street, 
London, W.1, for British and American 
masons in the Forces. 


The Diary and a Christmas Card 


The limited supply of the Toc H Diary for 
1944 is now completely exhausted. 


A Christmas card has been produced for 


Тос Н by Messrs. Raphael Tuck. Printed ' 


in green and red, it bears a picture of Christ- 
mas dinner in our Services Club at Mel- 
bourne, Australia, surrounded by designs of 
Christmas decorations and a grecting. It'is 
intended mainly for sale (price 3d.) in our 
Services Clubs and the very limited supply is 
being rapidly taken up by them. А 


Geo. Marshall & Co. Ltd., 2, Newhams Row, S.E.1. 


Printed in England. 
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